
Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions
breaking down barriers to environmental progress

About the Nicholas Institute
In the 21st century, the health of our environment – of oceans and freshwater,
forests, the atmosphere, and diversity of species – will be critical to the health 
of our economies and the people on this planet.

The Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions of Duke University
was founded in 2005 to help our leaders develop the paths to a healthy 
environmental future.

We bring to the table the extraordinary resources of one of the world’s leading 
research institutions and the Nicholas School of the Environment and Earth
Sciences to help broker decisions that will create opportunity in solving the
greatest environmental challenges today.

To Consider

• Solving climate change presents
challenges and opportunity in tech-
nology development, energy efficiency,
trade and commerce, agriculture, and
rainforest preservation.

• Governing our oceans as ecosys-
tems could restore fish populations
and endangered mammals, save 
taxpayer dollars, and encourage safe
and prosperous coastal development.

• Ensuring global fresh water availability
could relieve a growing source of
geopolitical conflict that threatens 
to dwarf the competition over oil today.

• Environmental markets could
restore diverse ecosystems by valuing
natural services.

The Nicholas Institute Brings

• The interdisciplinary research of Duke
University faculty, focused on real
world applications.

• Science-driven evaluations of policy
risks and rewards, including biological/
ecological, geological, economic, and
sociological analyses.

• The political savvy of a staff and board
familiar with both the legislative
process and the highest levels of
American business and government.

• Innovative, practical ideas for meeting
complex challenges.

• “The capacity to serve as an honest
broker to help break policy impasses.”

For policymakers. For business leaders. For non-profits. For journalists.
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Our Projects
See www.nicholas.duke.edu/institute 
for a full list of our current projects.

Developing carbon policy
• Economic analyses

Risks and opportunities across sectors
Ideas on international competition

• New sector engagement: farms and
forests.

• Partnership with players: corporate and
political.

Improving oceans governance
• Visualizing our oceans as ecosystems

and developing tools to map them.
• Analyzing regional approaches to ocean

management.
• Making connections between inland

activities and ocean health.

Helping journalists
• Providing new research findings 

and analysis.
• Making new connections between beats.
• Educating editors.

Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions
919.613.8709  •  919.613.8712 fax  •  nicholasinstitute@nicholas.duke.edu

www.nicholas.duke.edu/institute

Contact
Information

Timothy Profeta, Director 
Nicholas Institute
Durham, N.C.

nicholasinstitute@nicholas.duke.edu
(919) 613-8709

Nicole St. Clair, Associate Director 
Nicholas Institute
Washington, D.C., office

nicole.stclair@duke.edu
(202) 270-5125

The Nicholas Institute is a university-wide initiative that operates in conjunction with 
the Nicholas School of the Environment and Earth Sciences at Duke University.

Resources Institute Staff
Timothy Profeta, Director
Lydia Olander, Associate Director
Nicole St. Clair, Associate Director,

Washington, D.C.
Brian Murray, Director for Economic Analysis

Rafe Sagarin, Associate Director for Ocean 
and Coastal Policy

Eric Williams, Project Director for Economic 
Analysis

Hallie Knuffman, Project Coordinator,
Climate Change Policy Partnership

Our Advisory Board

Susan Bell, Vice President of The William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation

Rev. Richard Cizik, Vice President for Governmental Affairs
at the National Association of Evangelicals

Marshall Field V, Chair of the Old Mountain Co., and of
the Nicholas Schoo's Board of Visitors 

Charles O. Holliday, Chairman & CEO of Dupont

Fred Krupp, President of Environmental Defense

Dr. Jane Lubchenco, Researcher and Faculty Member at
Oregon State University

Pete Nicholas, Chairman of Boston Scientific Corporation

Patrick F. Noonan, Chairman Emeritus,The Conservation
Fund

Corneilia Quennet-Thielen, Bundesprasident, Deputy
Head of the Office of the President of Federal Republic of
Germany and Director General for Central Administration 

William K. Reilly, President of Aqua International Partners

William R. Rhodes, Chairman. President & CEO Citibank, N.A.

Carter Roberts,President and CEO of World Wildlife Fund - U.S.

James E. Rogers, President of Cinergy Corporation

William L. Rogers, The Halifax Group

Virginia Sall, Former Chair of the La Leche League International 

Jim Salzman, Chair, Nicholas Institute Faculty Advisory
Committee

William H. Schlesinger, Dean, Nicholas School of the
Environment and Earth Sciences, Duke University

Joseph A. Stanislaw, Independent Senior Advisor,
Deloitte & Touche


