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Our Mission

The Nicholas Institute’s mission is to become the nation’s leading
source of effective solutions to critical environmental problems—
by providing policymakers with unbiased, science-driven
evaluations of policy risks and rewards, and innovative, practical
ideas for meeting complex challenges. In the short term, the
Nicholas Institute aims to fill a major void in the environmental
policy debate, by serving as an independent source of credible
information that will be equally trusted by all parties and fully
capable of bridging the divisions that too often today prevent
progress on consequential issues. By the end of the decade, the
Nicholas Institute aims to be the first call made by businesses
seeking to craft workable strategies to address environmental
problems; by policymakers seeking to understand environmental
science and to draft balanced, cost-efficient legislative and
regulatory solutions;and by news media seeking the best thinking
and most reliable data to inform an environmental article. The
Nicholas Institute is a university-wide initiative that operates in
conjunction with the Nicholas School of the Environment and
Earth Sciences at Duke University.

Our Leadership

Founded with a $70 million gift by Boston Scientific Chairman
and Duke alumnus Peter Nicholas, the Nicholas Institute has
assembled a diverse, distinguished leadership team that reflects
Nicholas'commitment to sound science, independent thinking,
and consensus-building. That commitment starts with Director
Tim Profeta, former Counsel to Senator Joe Lieberman (D-CT),and
Advisory Board Chairman William K. Reilly, former Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency under President George
H.W. Bush.
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Our Expertise

The Nicholas Institute’s efforts to inform and advance the great
environmental debates of our time will be supported by the
extraordinary resources of one of the world’s leading research
institutions—from the marketing savvy of Duke’s Fuqua School of
Business to the hard policy analyses conducted at the Terry
Sanford Institute of Public Policy to the biomedical research facilities
of the Duke Medical Center. The core of the Institute’s capabilities
reside in the Nicholas School, one of the world's premier graduate
research and professional schools for the interdisciplinary study of
the environmental, biological, physical and social sciences. The
50-plus faculty members of the Nicholas School have a broad
range of expertise with particular strengths in the fields of global
change science, ecosystem science, coastal ecosystem processes,
environmental health, and environmental economics.

Our Advisory Board

Frances Beinecke, President, Natural Resources Defense Council

Susan S. Bell, Vice President, The William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation

William L. Chameides, Dean, Nicholas School of the Environment
and Earth Sciences, Duke University

Rev. Richard Cizik, Vice President for Governmental Affairs,
National Association of Evangelicals

Marshall Field V, Chair, Old Mountain Company, and Chair,
Nicholas School Board of Visitors (Ex Officio)

Charles O.Holliday Jr., Chairman & CEO, DuPont
Fred Krupp, President, Environmental Defense

Jane Lubchenco, Valley Professor of Marine Biology and
Distinguished Professor of Zoology, Oregon State University

N.J. Nicholas, Navy Walk Partners
Pete Nicholas, Chairman, Boston Scientific Corp.
Patrick F. Noonan, Chairman Emeritus, The Conservation Fund

Cornelia Quennet-Thielen, Deputy Head of the Office of the
President of Federal Republic of Germany and Director General
for Central Administration

William K. Reilly, President, Aqua International Partners,
Former EPA Administrator

William R. Rhodes, President & CEO, Citibank, N.A.

Carter Roberts, President and CEO, World Wildlife Fund - U.S.
James E.Rogers, President & CEO, Duke Energy

William L. Rogers, Managing Director and Chair, The Halifax Group
Virginia Sall, Co-Founder & Director, Sall Family Foundation
Joseph A. Stanislaw, Independent Senior Advisor, Deloitte & Touche

Jonathan Wiener, Chair, Nicholas Institute Faculty Advisory Committee



